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The Lord has new things in the Word of God for us that sometimes we have 
never seen before, though we have read those same chapters many times. As you 

keep reading the Bible, the message is fresh and vital and it behooves us to see what 
GOD SAYS. The other morning I saw something in Ezekiel chapter 20 that I had 
never seen before. It is very up-to-date and appropriate for today. We are also com-
paring it with Jude and Ephesians.

When GOD will NOT HEAR PRAYER!
“And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the 

month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to enquire of the Lord, and sat before 
me.”  [They came to have a prayer-meeting.]

“Then came the word of the Lord unto me, saying, “Son of man, speak unto the 
elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Are ye come to enquire 
of ME? AS I LIVE, saith the Lord God, I will NOT be enquired of by you.

[I’m not going to hear you!]
“Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the 

abominations of their fathers: And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; IN THE 
DAY WHEN I CHOSE ISRAEL, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of 
Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine 
hand unto them, saying, I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD;

“In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of 
Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is 
the glory of all lands:

“THEN said I unto them, CAST YE AWAY EVERY MAN THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
HIS EYES, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I AM THE LORD YOUR 
GOD. But they rebelled against Me and would not hearken unto Me: they did NOT 
every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols 
of Egypt:...” Ezekiel  20:1-8.

If the Spirit of the Lord speaks to your heart and says: “SEEK the Lord.” HOW do 
you seek the Lord? Get into His Word and see what He wants you to do! That is the 
only way to do it. You don’t just PRAY and say: “Lord, I want you, I want you, I want 
you!’’... You have to see what HE WANTS YOU TO DO and do it!

Verse 8: “But they rebelled against Me, and would not hearken unto Me: they did 
NOT every man CAST AWAY the abominations of their EYES, neither did they for-

sake the idols of Egypt. [They kept on in their idolatry...right in Egypt.]
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“THEN I SAID, I will pour out my 
FURY upon them, to accomplish my anger 
against them in the midst of the land of 
Egypt.” I’m going to whip them, I’m 
going to pour out MY WRATH!! But 
verse 9 says: “BUT I WROUGHT FOR 
MY NAME’s SAKE, that it should not 
be  polluted before the heathen, among 
whom they were, in whose sight I made 
MYSELF known unto them, in bringing 
them forth out of the land of Egypt.”

Today we are seeing so many miracles 
and great things done, but the lives of the 
people that are doing it are not right! And 
people everywhere are asking: “How is it? 
How is it?  Why, these people ... look how 
they praise the Lord... look how they do 
this and that for the Lord... but they don’t 
live right !!! Now, is GOD okaying this 
ministry? Is he winking at their sin? What 
is it? What is it?” Here is the answer:

Israel, down in Egypt, God said to them, 
“FORSAKE...CAST AWAY those idols, 
cast away those abominations, get rid of 
your sins! I AM YOUR GOD !!!” But 
they would not listen! They kept right 
on going in their sins. Then God said: 
“I’m going to whip them!” Then He said: 
“No, I’m going to work for MY OWN 
NAME’s SAKE.”

“I wrought for My Name’s sake, that 
it should not be polluted before the hea-
then.” Jesus also said: “Let the wheat and 
the tares grow together until the time of 
the harvest, lest ye root up the good seed.”

Notice: Those Israelites down in Egypt 
kept serving their idols, but they still said 
they were “God’s children”! They kept on 
doing what was wrong, but they said they 
were GOD’s children. They even put the 
BLOOD on the doorposts, they ATE of 
the lamb’s body, and they were ALL 
HEALED... there was not even one weak 
one among them! The old folks were so 
strong they could march ...but they had 
not forsaken their sins and their idols! 
God was doing it for His own name’s 
SAKE!!! ... Not because of the sin of 
the people... but God marked down their 
sins... they would pay for it later.

Many people say: “Look how God is 
BLESSING us. I’m alright. I don’t have to 

be so strict, I can love the world, I can run 
after the world, I can do little or big sins here 
and there... God answers MY PRAYERS!”

Yes, maybe God does, but He is NOT 
WORKING FOR YOU; He is doing it for 
HIS OWN NAME’s SAKE!!!

“I wrought for MY [OWN] NAME’s 
SAKE, that it should not be polluted before 
the heathen, among whom they were, in 
whose sight I made MYSELF KNOWN 
unto them, in bringing them forth out of the 
land of Egypt ... and brought them into the 
wilderness.” THEY WENT THROUGH 
THE RED SEA WITH THEIR IDOLS 
AND WITH THEIR SINS ! ! ! They were 
NOT sanctified!!! They said: “God is with 
us! Praise the Lord!” They all sang with 
Miriam when the Red Sea closed in on 
Pharaoh and his army.

Verse 10: “Wherefore I caused them to go 
forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought 
them into the wilderness. And I GAVE 
THEM MY STATUTES, and shewed them 
MY JUDGMENTS, which if a man do, he 
shall even live in them.

“Moreover also I gave them My sab-
baths, to be a sign between Me and them, 
that they might KNOW that I am the LORD 
that sanctify them. But the house of Israel 
REBELLED against Me in the wilderness: 
they walked not in MY STATUTES, and 
they despised My JUDGMENTS, [they did 
not like what I told them to do] which if 
a man do, he shall even live in them; and 
My sabbaths they greatly polluted: then 
I said, I would pour out My FURY upon 
them in the wilderness, to consume them.” 
God even told Moses to step aside and He 
would kill them all. But Moses said: “No, 
no, NO, Lord...what will the heathen say?”  

Verses 13-14: “But the house of Israel 
rebelled against Me in the wilderness: 
they walked NOT in My Statutes, and they 
despised My JUDGMENTS, which if a 
man do, he shall even live in them; and My 
sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, 
I would pour out My FURY upon them in 
the wilderness, to consume them; BUT I 
WROUGHT FOR MY NAME’s SAKE, that 
it should not be polluted before the heathen, 
in whose sight I brought them out.” I did 
it for My NAME’S SAKE...NOT BECAUSE 
OF THEM... I worked in spite of them.
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Just because God does miracles for you, is 
no sign you are RIGHT WITH GOD ! ..or 
that you are PLEASING GOD! There are 
a lot of folks that think: “Oh well, LOOK 
what GOD has done for me. God answers 
my prayers. Why, I’m all right. I can drink 
liquor here, and I can do this and that. 
God isn’t so straight-laced, and he doesn’t 
expect us to be so holy and things like that. 
They are old-foggie ideas. Why look how 
people are painted up: they are on televi-
sion and they are preaching to more people 
than you are. They are all right. Why, look 
what they are DOING for God!”

Wait a minute. It says: “But I WROUGHT 
FOR MY NAME’s SAKE, that it should not 
be polluted before the heathen, in whose 
sight I brought them out. YET ALSO I lifted 
up My hand unto them in the wilderness, 
that I would NOT BRING THEM INTO 
THE LAND which I had given them, flow-
ing with milk and honey, which is the glory 
of all lands; because they DESPISED 
MY JUDGMENTS!” THEY PAID FOR 
THEIR REBELLION...they died in the 
wilderness. “BECAUSE they despised MY 
JUDGMENTS, and walked not in My stat-
utes, but polluted My sabbaths: for their 
heart went after their idols!” They didn’t 
make heaven! They never went to heaven... 
they died in the wilderness!

Verses 17-20: “Nevertheless Mine eye 
spared them from destroying them, neither 
did I make an end of them in the wilder-
ness. But I said unto their CHILDREN in 
the wilderness, WALK YE NOT IN THE 
STATUTES OF YOUR FATHERS, neither 
observe their judgments, nor defile your-
selves with their idols: I AM THE LORD 
YOUR GOD; walk in My statutes, and keep 
My judgments, and DO THEM; and hal-
low My sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
between ME and YOU, that ye may know 
that I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD.” GOD 
TALKED TO THEM!

Verses 21-22: “Notwithstanding the chil-
dren rebelled against Me: they walked not 
in My statutes, neither kept My judgments 
to do them, which if a man do, he shall 
even live in them; they polluted My sab-
baths: then I said, I would pour out MY 
FURY upon them, to accomplish My anger 
against them in the wilderness.

Nevertheless I withdrew Mine hand, and 
wrought for MY NAME’s SAKE, that it 
should not be polluted in the sight of the hea-
then, in whose sight I brought them forth.”

In the wilderness God lead them with a 
pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day. 
God was with them. God led them; God 
fed them; their shoes never wore out; God 
gave them water. But because God was 
doing great things for them, it did not 
mean they were right with God!

Verse 23-25: “I lifted up Mine hand unto 
them also in the wilderness, that I would 
scatter them among the heathen, and dis-
perse them through the countries; because 
they had not executed My judgments, but 
had despised My statutes, and polluted My 
sabbaths, and their eyes were after their 
fathers’ idols. Wherefore I gave them also 
statutes that were NOT GOOD, and judg-
ments whereby they should not live.”

(Okay, you are wanting wickedness...
God then told them to do things that would 
destroy them.) Verses 26-28: “And I pol-
luted them in their own gifts, [I gave them 
statutes that were not good, and judgments 
whereby they should not live;] And I pol-
luted them in their own gifts, in that they 
caused to pass through the fire all that 
openeth the womb, that I might make them 
desolate, to the end that they might KNOW 
that I AM THE LORD!”

“Therefore, son of man, speak unto the 
house of Israel, and say unto them, [not  
just to the elders, but God says speak unto 
the house of Israel.. speak unto everybody] 
Thus saith the Lord God; Yet in this your 
fathers have blasphemed Me, in that they 
have committed a tresspass against Me. 
For when I had brought them into the land, 
for the which I lifted up Mine hand to give 
it to them, THEN they saw every high hill, 
and all the thick trees, and they offered 
there their sacrifices, and there they pre-
sented the provocation of their offerings: 
there also they made their sweet savour, 
and poured out there their drink offerings.”

Now let us go on down to verse 30: 
“Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord God; Are ye polluted 
after the manner of your fathers? and com-
mit ye whoredom after their abominations? 
For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make 
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your sons to pass through the fire, ye pol-
lute yourselves with all your idols, even 
unto this day: and shall I BE ENQUIRED 
OF BY YOU, O house of Israel? AS I 
LIVE, saith the Lord God, I WILL NOT BE 
ENQUIRED OF BY YOU!”

Is your prayer-meeting going to do you 
any good? “AS I LIVE, saith the Lord 
God, I WILL  N O T  BE ENQUIRED 
OF BY YOU !!!” I will not hear you! If 
you want your prayers answered; you’ve 
got to have a clean life! You’ve got to 
OBEY GOD’s WORD! You’ve got to 
LOVE HIS STATUTES! You’ve got to 
LOVE HIS JUDGMENTS!...and some-
times those JUDGMENTS are pretty 
rough! The way of the transgressor is 
HARD. It is not easy and never was 
easy, and never will be easy! and God 
says: “CAST AWAY FROM YOU ALL 
YOUR ABOMINATIONS”... get rid of 
them. DON’T keep those forget-me-nots, 
and what have you! Get them out of your 
house, get them out of your possession...
never think about them! BURN THEM 
UP!!! DON’T KEEP REMINDERS OF 
SIN! CAST IT FROM YOU! All those 
cute pictures, etc., BURN THEM UP 
! You can’t have GOD and SIN at the 
same time!

Sometimes people say: “Well, I’ve for-
saken my sins,” but then they get to dream-
ing about the children, and this and that 
.. and their mind is all corrupted...filthy 
dreamers. God says: “Am I going to be 
inquired of by that?” “NO” ... God says: 
“CAST IT FROM YOU.” Verses 31-33: 
“...AS I LIVE, saith the Lord God, I will 
NOT be enquired of by you. And that 
which cometh into your mind shall not be 
at all, that ye say, We will be as the hea-
then, as the families of the countries, to 
serve wood and stone.” You are NOT going 
to! “AS I LIVE, saith the Lord God, surely 
with a mighty hand, and with a stretched 
out arm, and with FURY POURED OUT, 
will I RULE OVER YOU!”

I’m going to RULE OVER YOU whether 
you like it or not! and I’m going to do it 
with fury! God said. It is a whole lot easier 
to REPENT and turn to God and get hold 
of the Bible and say: Lord, what do YOU 
want me to do? What is the RIGHT WAY? 

And when we humble ourselves we will 
find mercy and God will save us and God 
will forgive our sins and never remember 
them against us anymore forever!

But if we THINK we are all right...sure 
we can do this and that; why, we’ve been 
saved; and even “Why, I was saved when I 
was a child; I can do this and I can do that; 
just look how God is answering prayer, 
just look how God is blessing me! LOOK, 
LOOK, LOOK !!” Okay, Israel could say 
the same thing! There never was a greater 
miracle than passing through the Red Sea! 
Forty years in the wilderness fed, their 
shoes didn’t wear out,...but that did NOT 
SAVE THEM!!! They all went to HELL!!!

Verse 38: “And I will PURGE OUT 
from among you the REBELS, and them 
that transgress against ME: [I’m going to 
purge them out!!!] I will bring them forth 
out of the country where they sojourn, and 
they shall not enter into the land of Israel: 
and ye shall KNOW THAT I AM THE 
LORD.

“As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith 
the Lord GOD; GO YE, serve ye every one 
his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not 
hearken unto Me: BUT POLLUTE YE MY 
HOLY NAME NO MORE WITH YOUR 
GIFTS, AND WITH YOUR IDOLS.”

(Go ahead; serve them, Oh house of 
Israel, if you want to serve the idols, 
go ahead)... “BUT POLLUTE YE MY 
HOLY NAME NO MORE WITH YOUR 
GIFTS.” If you are going to serve idols, 
don’t come to the house of God! If you are 
going to live a double life, don’t come to 
the house of God! “Be ye DOERS of the 
Word, and not HEARERS only, deceiving 
your own selves.”

God says: “Okay, if you want to serve 
idols, go ahead! But DON’T COME TO 
THE HOUSE OF God! If you are going to 
live a double life, don’t come to the house 
of God! “Be ye doers of the Word, and not 
HEARERS only, deceiving your own selves.”

God says: “Okay, if you want to serve 
idols, go ahead! But DON’T COME TO MY 
HOUSE AND PRESENT OFFERINGS! 
God does not need the devil’s money! God 
knows how to rain money if He has to! He 
doesn’t have to do crooked tricks to get 
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money! “But pollute ye My holy Name no 
more with your gifts, and with your idols!” 
If God be God...SERVE HIM.

“But pollute ye My HOLY NAME no 
more with your gifts, and with your idols.” 
Don’t mix it! If God be God, SERVE HIM!  
If you want idols, go ahead and serve that 
and get the PAY-OFF. For in Mine Holy 
mountain, in the mountain of the height of 
Israel, saith the Lord God, there shall all the 
house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve 
Me: there will I accept them, and there will 
I require your offerings, and the firstfruits 
of your oblations, with all your holy things. 
I will accept you with your sweet savour, 
when I bring you out from the people, and 
gather you out of the countries wherein ye 
have been scattered; and I will be sanctified 
in you before the heathen.

God says you can give your offerings... 
it is a privilege to give, it is a privilege to 
serve the Lord. When you are sanctified, 
come with your offerings, come with your 
firstfruits, etc. But in another place God 
says: “I HATE YOUR NOISE of your viols 
and your music, take it away from Me, I 
can’t stand that noise!’’ When there is SIN 
in the life, GOD does not want it! God does 
not want praise from dirty sinful lips!!!

Don’t think you can be a hypocrite and 
say: “Oh, but we are just praising the Lord 
and everything is all right!’’

Let us read verse 42-43: “And ye shall 
know that I AM THE LORD, when I shall 
bring you into the land of Israel, into the 
country for the which I lifted up mine hand 
to give it to your fathers. And there shall ye 
remember your ways, and all your doings, 
wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall 
lothe yourselves in your own sight for all 
your evils that ye have committed.”

God forgets, but we don’t! He says you 
are going to remember all the evils ye have 
committed. “And ye shall KNOW that I 
AM the LORD, when I have wrought with 
you FOR MY NAME’s SAKE, not accord-
ing to your wicked ways, nor according to 
your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, 
saith the Lord God.” When I have wrought 
that miracle in your life, you shall KNOW 
that I AM THE LORD not according to 
your wicked ways, nor according to your 
corrupt doings. “And ye shall KNOW that 

I am the Lord, when I have  wrought with 
you for MY NAME’s sake, not according 
to YOUR wicked ways, nor according to 
your corrrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, 
saith the Lord God.”

As I was meditating on that, the Lord 
brought before my mind a perfect example 
of this sin of lasciviousness, because that 
is what this sin is. Judas was a perfect 
hypocrite. He was counted as one of the 
Apostles and was given power to cast out 
devils and heal the sick. They said of him 
that “he was PARTAKER of this ministry.”  
He went preaching and probably did more 
miracles than some of the rest of them! 
He preached... and he served... but he had 
that covetousness on the side! Jesus knew 
all about it. But Judas thought, “Nobody 
knows, nobody knows! Why, just look at 
HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE HEALED 
UNDER MY MINISTRY! Look at how 
many devils are cast out!” And he thought: 
“I’m all right.” He was such a perfect hyp-
ocrite that not one of all the disciples even 
imagined that he was not saved!

Judas could pray, he could pray, he could 
pray! Why, he was fervent in spirit, work-
ing for the Lord. They never criticized 
him for being lazy...he was a worker. And 
when Jesus said: “One of you is going to 
betray Me tonight,” they all were shocked 
and even John said: “Is it I? Is it I? Is it I?” 
Peter said: “Is it I?” Everybody was say-
ing, “Is it I? Is it I?”
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Matthew said, “Is it I?” They never said: 
IS IT JUDAS? They never imagined. And 
Jesus said: “The one that I shall give the 
sop to is he.” And right then Jesus gave 
the sop to Judas. And still their eyes didn’t 
open! Then Jesus said: “Hurry up and do 
what you are going to do!”

And Judas got up from the table and went 
out, and the disciples thought, “He has 
gone to give alms to some poor person.” It 
wasn’t alms at all; but he was so covered 
up. And when he came to betray Jesus in 
the Garden, he came and KISSED Jesus, 
and Jesus said: “Friend, do you betray Me 
with a KISS!” Oh, he acted like everything 
was all right but the E N D was public: he 
hung himself and his bowels gushed out 
before everybody.

Everybody KNEW he was a thief. He 
was not saved; he was the son of perdition! 

There are lots of “sons of perdition” that 
are in the churches preaching, singing, giv-
ing offerings, playing instruments, being 
deacon, what have you ...and there is SIN 
in their lives! DON’T be deceived, GOD 
IS NOT MOCKED. He sees everything! 
And that SIN is going to bring D E A T H! 
---it is going to bring DEATH!

I don’t care how much you are in church, 
how much you give... you might have 
built the church!... but if there is sin, if 
you despise God’s JUDGMENTS, if you 
despise God’s laws, there is no use praying.

A lot of people are not healed when they are 
prayed for, because they are not living right!

I want to tell you about when I was in 
Egypt in Lillian Trasher’s orphanage. I 
held a meeting in Lillian Trasher’s orphan-
age and the townspeople came out, too, 
and we had crowds. Thousands of people 
were there, and God was doing great 
things. People were being saved and bod-
ies healed and God’s blessings were there.

And there was a doctor, a very famous 
doctor, Dr. Sammy, and he was a wealthy 
man. He gave 500 Egyptian pounds which 
at that time each pound was worth $3.25  
...so you see he was giving over $1,500  
per month to the orphanage to help feed 
the orphans. Besides this, he was the doc-
tor; he gave his time to be the doctor for 
the orphans, and widows and babies. He 

took care of them with all his heart, and he 
had been doing it for years.

When I was there, his daughter was 12 
years old. She was a hopeless cripple. She 
was heavy-set, and she could not even 
hold a glass of water. She could hardly 
feed herself; she was completely para-
lyzed. Dr. Sammy had taken her to Europe 
for treatment, but there was nothing that 
could be done for her.

They brought her to the meetings day 
after day. They listened and listened. And 
one day Sis. Trasher said: “Do you mind 
letting the people come through my office 
and you pray for them one by one, and 
let them go out another way?” We had 
been praying en masse for the people, 
but there were some that needed the extra 
help of laying hands on them. So I said: 
“Certainly.” And the wife of the doctor 
said: “Now, we don’t want any special 
treatment, nor any special favors, but as 
long as you are praying for others one by 
one, would you pray for our daughter?”

After we got through praying for others, 
I went to the living room where the girl 
was sitting in a big chair...and I first said to 
her: “Are you saved? Have you given your 
heart to the Lord?” And she said, “No.”

So I said: “Well, there is no use asking the 
Lord to heal you until you are ready to serve 
Him, because Jesus said: ‘Go and sin NO 
MORE, lest a worse thing come upon you.’ 
So there is no use praying if you are not 
ready to serve the Lord!” But she gave her 
heart to the Lord, and her mother was very 
happy, because her mother loved the Lord, 
and so did Dr. Sammy, so they were very 
happy that she gave her heart to the Lord!

Then we began to pray for God to heal 
her. Well, there was not very much improve-
ment, just a little freedom in her hands; but 
it took 30 minutes for her to get up out of the 
chair with help. She had 2 big crutches and 
it was very, very difficult. They kept coming 
to the services, and kept listening.

One night I was preaching on how (over-
seas) the rich women are very, very mean 
to their servants. They call them donkeys 
and other ugly names; they treat them 
badly, sometimes slap them...and if they 
drop anything and break anything while 
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they are washing dishes, then they charge 
them a big exorbitant price. They withhold 
their salary, and are very mean to them. So 
I was explaining all this to the people. And 
the mother said: “It was like a mirror before 
her face! She said: “Oh God, I am the cause 
of my daughter’s.... I have been so mean 
to my servants, I can hardly hold servants. 
They run from me.” She would withhold 
their salaries...and yet they were giving all 
this money to the orphans. They were tak-
ing care of the orphans, they were doing 
great work for the orphans; but for these 
servants, these poor little servants, they 
were just mean! She said: “Oh God!”...and 
she grabbed a lot of money and got in her 
car and went hunting all those servants that 
she had made run from her. She paid them 
back and gave them what was right.

In 2 or 3 days, Sis. Trasher said: “We are 
not going to eat supper here at the orphan-
age tonight; we are going to Dr. Sammy’s 
for supper.” Well, I was their guest, so I 
had to go along, too.

When we got to the house...(we had gone 
in a horse-drawn carriage for that was the 
kind of transportation they had)...when 
we got to the house, it was a big beautiful 
mansion, and the driveway...for the doctor 
had a car... but the driveway was so steep 
that you could not just walk down it. You 
had to hold yourself from running down it. 
When we went up the driveway, you really 
had to make an effort, because it was steep 
uphill. When we got out of the carriage 
and started toward the driveway, here 
came this girl running down the driveway, 
COMPLETELY  HEALED! And when we 
went up into the dining room, the mother 
said, “Now before we eat, I want to tell 
you something...” and she told us what I 
told you now. And she said: “When I got 
right with my servants, without further 
prayer, my daughter was completely 
healed!!!” And she helped serve the 
table that night!

Now, Brother, you may have all kinds 
of good deeds, but if there is a serpent 
underneath somewhere, you better kill 
him--better get rid of sin or you won’t get 
God’s blessings and you WON’T GO TO 
HEAVEN with SIN in your life!!!

Now let us turn to Jude, starting with 
the first verse. “Jude, the servant of Jesus 

Christ, and brother of James, to them that 
are SANCTIFIED BY GOD THE FATHER, 
and PRESERVED IN JESUS CHRIST, and 
CALLED.” Brother, that is a wonderful 
group of people! Let us read it again:

“To them that are SANCTIFIED BY 
GOD THE FATHER, and PRESERVED 
IN JESUS CHRIST, and CALLED: Mercy 
unto you, and peace, and love, be multi-
plied. Beloved, when I gave all diligence 
to write unto you of the common salvation, 
it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the FAITH which was once 
delivered unto the saints.”

Verse 4: “For there are certain men 
crept in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, ungodly  
men, turning the Grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Turning 
he Grace of God--that teaches us to DENY 
ungodly and worldly lusts,  and teaches us 
that we should live soberly and righteously 
in this present world--turning the Grace 
of our God into lasciviousness,  saying, 
“I can do a little sin here and a little sin 
there, and big ones, too;” just so you put 
on a good front.

“...Turning the Grace of our God into las-
civiousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore 
PUT YOU IN REMEMBRANCE, THOUGH 
YE ONCE KNEW THIS, HOW THAT THE 
Lord, having saved the people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them 
that believed not. And the ANGELS WHICH 
KEPT NOT THEIR FIRST ESTATE, BUT 
LEFT THEIR OWN HABITATION, He hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under dark-
ness unto the judgment of the great day. 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cit-
ies about them in like manner, giving them-
selves over to fornication, and going after 
strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

“Likewise also these filthy dreamers 
defile the flesh, despise dominion, and 
speak evil of dignities.” Verse 10: “But 
these speak evil of those things which they 
know not: but what they know naturally, as 
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves. WOE [not blessing,  WOE] 
unto them! for they have gone in the way 
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of Cain, and ran greedily after the error 
of Balaam for reward, and perished in the 
gainsaying of Core.”

In the wilderness, Miriam and Aaron 
were part of the congregation. Miriam did 
preach. And she got smart one day, and God 
had to smite her with leprosy. When God 
told Moses to tell the people to lengthen 
their skirts so they won’t be committing 
adultery and fornication and their eyes run-
ning after filth, God said, “Let those skirts 
down!” Core said to Moses: “You take 
too much on yourself. We are all proph-
ets, we are all God’s people. God is doing 
everything for us, too. We see the glory.” 
And they withstood Moses and did not 
want to lengthen those skirts; they didn’t 
want to live holy! They bucked against 
it! And God had to kill Core, Dathan 
and Abiram and open the ground and 
swallow down everything they had. And 
then the people said: “You have KILLED 
God’s people.” God’s people, nothing...
God said they were WICKED MEN.

Just because you are in church and tak-
ing part in the ministry, is no sign that you 
are righteous! We’ve got to EXAMINE 
OURSELVES to see if we are in the FAITH!

“WOE unto them! for they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the 
error of Balaam for reward, and perished 
in the gainsaying of Core. THESE are 
SPOTS in YOUR feasts of charity, when 
they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear: clouds they are without water, 
[clouds look nice but no water,] carried 
about of winds; trees whose fruit with-
ereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, 
foaming out their own shame; wandering 
stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever.”

They might think they are getting by with 
sin. They might be having a big Show; 
they might be having a Big ministry; but 
Brother, if it is not built on God’s Word, it 
is going straight into HELL. And what the 
Brother said: “My sheep know My voice, 
and a stranger they will not follow.” When 
things are not right, and you don’t feel the 
Spirit of God, and it is not according to 
God’s Word,  STAY  OUT  OF  IT !!!!

In Revelation it says that the FALSE 

PROPHET is going to be able to deceive 
people by the miracles. Did you know that 
in the TRIBULATION there is going to be 
a BIBLE? They are already trying to mess 
around and get one that will suit them! 
They are knocking out this and knock-
ing out that leaving nothing but the cov-
ers-- nothing that condemns sin. LEAVE 
THOSE CORRUPT THINGS ALONE! 
That’s the devil’s Bible!!! He is get-
ting something ready for himself for the 
Tribulation, because there is going to be 
the False Prophet, a religious leader that 
can sway the multitudes. You’ve never 
seen a multitude like that! And it says: “If 
it were possible,” he will deceive the very 
elect...by the miracles!

Brother, it isn’t the MIRACLES that is 
the sign that a person is right with God! 
God does things because of His Word!  
God said: “I KNEW IT, but I have wrought 
for My own Name’s sake.”

There are a lot of people that are putting 
on a big show, but there is no righteous-
ness! And without HOLINESS, no man 
shall see the Lord! And Jesus has already 
warned us, “FEW there be that find the 
right way.” NARROW is the way, straight 
is the way, and narrow is the gate! You 
cannot go through there with sin! BE NOT 
DECEIVED, GOD is NOT BLIND! He 
knows what you are doing! He’s got all 
recorded. Just because He is not cracking 
your head right now, is no sign that He 
is not going to! He says: “Raging waves 
of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness forever.”

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 
LORD COMETH with ten thousands of 
His Saints,...” What is He coming for?  
“To EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON 
ALL, AND TO CONVINCE ALL THAT 
ARE UNGODLY AMONG THEM OF 
ALL THEIR UNGODLY DEEDS WHICH 
THEY HAVE UNGODLY COMMITTED, 
AND OF ALL THEIR HARD SPEECHES 
WHICH UNGODLY SINNERS HAVE 
SPOKEN AGAINST Him.”

Verse 16: “These are murmurers, com-
plainers, walking after their own lusts.” (IF 
you can’t control your LUSTS, 
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YOU ARE LOST...period!)  ‘’...Walking 
after their own lusts; and their mouth spea-
keth GREAT SWELLING WORDS!!!” 
THEY CAN TALK! They know how to 
form words and sway multitudes. “...Great 
swelling words, having men’s persons in 
admiration because of advantage. But, 
Beloved, remember ye the Words which 
were spoken before of the Apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; how that they told you  
there should be mockers in the last time, 
who should walk after their own ungodly 
lusts. These be they who separate them-
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit. But 
ye, Beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
KEEP YOURSELVES IN THE LOVE OF 
GOD....” [What is the “LOVE of God”? 
That we OBEY HIS COMMANDMENTS.] 
“Keep yourselves in the LOVE of GOD.”

Ephesians 4:17-18: “This I say therefore, 
and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth 
walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the 
vanity of their mind, having the under-
standing darkened, being alienated from 
the Life of GOD through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of 
their heart.” If we are blind in heart, we 
can’t understand God’s Word, we are NOT 
with God! “The wayfaring men, though  
fools, shall not err therein.” If you are 
ready to OBEY GOD’s WORD, it is clear 
as the noonday sun.

Just a simple man can understand. I 
remember when I was a child right after 
I was saved, there was a boy that wasn’t 
bright. He loved God and he could under-
stand the Scriptures, and he worked for the 
Lord. He wasn’t bright, but he certainly 
knew God. I can still remember that boy. 
So a wayfaring man, though a fool, need 
not err therein. People that don’t want to 
OBEY the Bible have every blockage, 
they cannot see, they cannot understand.

“Who being past feeling...” They have 
seared their conscience with a red hot iron. 
“That’s all right; I can do it, I can do it. 
Look how God is blessing me.”

“Who being past feeling have given 
themselves over [they have given them-
selves over] unto lasciviousness, to work 
all uncleanness with greediness. [...cov-

etousness, greediness...] BUT YE HAVE 
NOT SO LEARNED CHRIST!” That 
is not what you learned from Christ... “If 
so be that ye have heard Him, and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus:  That ye PUT OFF concerning the 
former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 
and be RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF 
YOUR MIND; and that ye PUT ON THE 
NEW MAN, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness.”

“TRUE HOLINESS” that you can look 
up to the Lord and say, “LORD, every-
thing is clean...Search me, see if there is 
any evil way in me; but Lord, as far as I 
know, I am doing everything You want me 
to do! I’m living by Thy Word!”

The Word is our healer! “Wherefore 
PUTTING AWAY LYING, speak every 
man TRUTH with his neighbour: for we 
are members one of another.” (verse 25.)

A lady has been calling us, and she 
has really spent time on that phone long 
distance. She must be a very wealthy 
woman...and the IRS is after her for some 
taxes from 1982. She was trying to per-
suade us to give her a receipt for 1982 for 
some $9,000 dollars. And Brother Daoud 
said “NO,” for God’s Word says that no 
liar, nor he that MAKETH A LIE can enter 
into heaven.

“Oh,” she said, “somebody else will.” 
But Bro. Daoud said: “We can give you a 
1985 receipt, but not a 1982 receipt.” She 
said: “I knew I was supposed to give it in 
1982, and I didn’t.” We said: “Well, you 
better pay it to the government!” [That 
was in Feb. 1986]

God is not your plaything! GOD IS 
HOLY and HE has JUST LAWS! And you 
better not lie about your income tax! You 
might save a few dollars by lying, but you 
will land in HELL for it. NO THIEF, NO 
LIAR, nor those that LOVE a lie! You 
may not be the one that made out the tax 
return, but you liked the way it came out. 
You might do all kinds of things for the 
Church, and work in the Church, and all 
that...but you are going straight to HELL.

The way of God is PURE. Jesus said He 
was going to sit as a refiner in the fire. 
Brother, He is going to put the fireworks 
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on us. If what you do can’t stand the fire, 
you are LOST!!! We are coming up to 
the JUDGMENT. Let us be sure that our 
hearts are right with God first, so He will 
hear us. Let us seek the Lord with ALL 
our heart, and not keep something in the 
closet. “Oh,” you say, “I can’t let that be 
known!” -- “He that covereth his sin shall 
not prosper.” God does not cover up for 
anybody! But there is coming a time when 
He comes, that EVERYBODY WILL 
KNOW just like everybody knew about 
Judas! The PAY-OFF is there! You can’t 
escape the final PAY-OFF! The wages of 
SIN is DEATH!!!

Verse 27: “Neither give place to the devil. 
Let him that stole steal no more: but rather 
let him labour, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edify-
ing, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and  clamour, and evil speaking, 

be put away from you, with all malice: And 
be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

“The Son of man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of HIS KINGDOM 
[not out of the world, but out of those that have 
once been saved] all things that OFFEND, 
and them WHICH DO INIQUITY; and shall 
CAST THEM INTO A FURNACE OF F I R 
E: there shall be WAILING and GNASHING 
OF TEETH.” Matthew 13:41,42.

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy 
Name? and in THY Name have cast 
out devils? and in THY NAME done 
many wonderful works? And then will 
I profess unto them, I NEVER KNEW 
YOU: DEPART FROM ME, ye that 
WORK INIQUITY.” Matthew 7:22-23.

Notice that in both times SIN in Christians 
will keep them out of heaven and put them 
in HELL where they will never get out. 
So THINK soberly...do you want to go 
to HELL FOREVER for what you are 
doing NOW, that offends and is SIN?

“But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.” (John 5:36)

“Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ 
sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:11-15)

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.”(Mark 8:35-38)

Are you a professing Christian seeking riches of this world or seek the glory of man because 
you claim the tongues of men and of angels, the gift of prophecy, and understand all myster-
ies, and all knowledge; all faith, so that you could remove mountains, bestow all your goods 
to feed the poor, and give your body to be burned but neglect lost humanity while just play-
ing church for man’s notoriety BUT not following Jesus’ example of not having anyplace 
to lay His head nor any money to pay the tax and had to borrow an asses’ colt to ride into 
Jerusalem? “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God.” (Colossians 3:1) READ all chapter 3 - follow Him!
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“Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not charity, I am nothing. And though 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; char-
ity envieth not; charity vaunteth not it-
self, is not puffed up, Doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Re-
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth; Beareth all things, believeth 

all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there 
be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When 
I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when 
I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but 
then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-13)
(Mark 8:34)  “And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said 
unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.” Following Jesus leads to the needy!  

It doesn’t matter to God whether you are a church worker or a church member (the people 
with his disciples) following Jesus will lead you to the needs of human souls within and 
without the fellowship of believers.  John 4:4  “And he must needs go through Samaria.”
 

Many believers have been deceived into thinking that man’s talent and human ability have 
brought about past revivals and moves of God both in America and around the world. Think-
ing that schooling and education has made missionaries out of men and women, boys and 
girls but instead have blinded their minds (Matthew 15:14) to the calling and wisdom of God. 
“My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of 
persons. For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and 
there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; And ye have respect to him that weareth the 
gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou 
there, or sit here under my footstool: Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts? Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment 
seats? Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?” (James 2:1-7)

Human reasoning in the ministry only turns out educated puppets trained in professional 
tactics that creates an atmosphere void of the true purpose of God to save a human soul from 
spending eternity in the lake of fire. How sad to attend a so called church, sit on a pew, listen-
ing to human reasoning while their name is not inscribed in the Lamb’s Book of Life!

If you are following Jesus your life will be clean through current repentance of any and all 
sin and your works (charity) will be like the “certain” Samaritan and not like the Priest or the 
Levite  listed in Luke 10. Do not wait until Judgment Day to realize your duty to lost human-
ity outside and inside the church doors!!                                            Jack M. Skinner
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Do ye claim His name?
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the proph-
ets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, 
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!”  (Luke 13:34)
“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come 
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:4-10)
“But I say unto you which hear, Love your ene-
mies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them 
that curse you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on 
the one cheek offer also the other; and him that 
taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat 
also. Give to every man that asketh of thee; and 
of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not 
again. And as ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them 
which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners 
also love those that love them. And if ye do good 
to them which do good to you, what thank have 
ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye 
lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Fa-
ther knoweth what things ye have need of, before 
ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For 
if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heaven-
ly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Fa-
ther forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:7-15)
“But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: 
for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful.” (Luke 6:27-36)

Do ye do the same?

“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself 
also so to walk, even as he walked. Brethren, I 
write no new commandment unto you, but an old 
commandment which ye had from the beginning. 
The old commandment is the word which ye have 
heard from the beginning. Again, a new com-
mandment I write unto you, which thing is true 
in him and in you: because the darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth. He that saith he 
is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in dark-
ness even until now. He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light, and there is none occa-
sion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his 
brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, 
and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that 
darkness hath blinded his eyes.” (1 John 2:6-11)

Have I Failed To See
So many things I do not know,

And cannot understand,
But this one thing I know for sure,

He will not let go my hand.

We may not always feel His touch,
We may think He’s passed us by,

We have those blue and lonely times,
When we simply sit and cry.

All hope and happiness seem gone,
We can no longer pray,

But wait...That’s when God’s seeking
Some friend to send your way.

Then I look back, and search my mind,
Did God once search for ME?
Was there a time I failed to go?

A need, I failed to see?

Perhaps right now, it isn’t God
That doesn’t hear you pray.

But the one He hoped
Would be in touch,

One He would have sent your way.

Oh, God, if I have failed to hear
When you have spoke to me,
I now seek your forgiveness,
As I kneel on bended knee.

I want to always do your will,
Though My heart be crying too,

Make me a blessing to some souls,
As a service unto you.

                              Edna Blubaugh
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“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment:” (Hebrews 9:27)

There only consists two ends to all hu-
manity. One is life eternal and the other is 
death eternal. Yes, eternal!
“There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: And there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores. And it came to 
pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the 
rich man also died, and was buried; And 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he cried and said, Fa-
ther Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his fin-
ger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comfort-
ed, and thou art tormented. And beside all 
this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they 
pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s 
house: For I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment. Abraham saith unto 
him, They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto 
him, If they hear not Moses and the proph-
ets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead.” (Luke 16:19-31)

Which side of eternity are you assisting 
with its kingdom on earth or in heaven? 
Are you following man’s preaching or are 
you following the true Word of God? 

Who is your loyalty devoted to; some hu-
man for fleshly fellowship or with the Fa-
ther who so loved you He sent His only 
Begotten Son to redeem you from spend-
ing eternity in the Lake of Fire?

The scripture listed in Luke 16 reveals 
one human who trusted in flesh and fol-
lowed a path of eternal separation from the 
Father. This rich man’s cries should be a 
reminder and a caution to any human who 
lives their live void of the commandments 
of God recorded in the Holy Bible.

From Genesis to Revelation it is record-
ed of humans who became entangled with 
the cares of live either in the worldly en-
vironment or in carnal Christianity ignor-
ing their appointment with their Creator on 
their day of judgment!

On April 27th in 1969 Jack M. Skinner 
on a Sunday evening was visiting a church 
service. Without hearing any preaching 
during the signing of choruses God showed 
me humans screaming with their hands 
raised above their heads in a lake of fire. I 
immediately repented of my sins and was 
forgiven and saved. I was cleansed and I 
knew it. I was born again. 

I quite my job,  we sold all our belongings 
and my wife, Margaret, who was saved and 
I headed to a Bible School. To my amaze-
ment many at the Bible School were living 
a carnal lifestyle of which environment I 
had just forsook. That was fifty seven years 
ago and that carnal lifestyle (sinful) is still 
practiced in many churches and schools to-
day. Brother Jack M. Skinner has no toler-
ance for permitted and practiced sinful liv-
ing in so called Christian establishments. 
(Read 2 Corinthians 6:17-18) Get OUT!

The only way to obtain peace with God 
is to make peace with God. Read and obey 
His Word! Repent! Your Father’s desire is 
to keep you from sin IN this world before 
death takes you OUT of this world! Who is 
your neighbor now, who will be your neigh-
bor in eternity; Lazarus or the rich man?

Message from the Other Side
Jack M. Skinner
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MORE CONCERN TODAY FOR 
FRUIT THAN FOR THE ROOT

…The root of the righteous shall not be 
moved. PROVERBS 12:3

 One marked difference between the faith 
of our fathers as conceived by the fathers 
and the same faith as understood and lived 
by their children is that the fathers were 
concerned with the root of the matter, 
while their present-day descendants seem 
concerned only with the fruit. 

Today we write the biographies of the 
Augustines, the Luthers and the Wesleys 
and celebrate their fruit, but the tendency 
is to ignore the root out of which the fruit 
sprang. “The root of the righteous yielded 
fruit,” said the wise man in the Proverbs. 
Our fathers looked well to the root of the 
tree and were willing to wait with patience 
for the fruit to appear. We demand the fruit 
immediately even though the root may be 
weak and knobby, or missing altogether. 
How can we ignore the fact that the bough 
that breaks off from the tree in a storm may 
bloom briefly, giving the impression that 
it is a healthy and fruitful branch, but its 
tender blossoms will soon perish and the 
bough itself will wither and die? There is 
no lasting life apart from the root. 

Much that passes for Christianity today 
is the brief, bright effort of the severed 
branch to bring forth its fruit in its season. 
But the deep laws of life are against it. Pre-
occupation with appearances and a corre-
sponding neglect of the out-of-sight root 
of the true spiritual life are prophetic signs 
which go unheeded.

Tozer, A. W.. Evenings with Tozer: 
COMPROMISE IS COSTLY

 I pray…that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil.  John 17:15 

Christianity today is so entangled with 
this present world that millions never guess 
how radically they have missed the New 
Testament pattern. Compromise is every-
where—but actually no real union between 
the world and the Church is possible. When 
the Church joins up with the world, it is 

the true Church no longer but only a piti-
ful hybrid thing, an object of smiling con-
tempt to the world, and an abomination to 
the Lord! Nothing could be clearer than the 
pronouncements of the Scriptures on the 
Christian’s relation to the world. The con-
fusion which gathers around this matter 
results from the unwillingness of profess-
ing Christians to take the Word of the Lord 
seriously. This whole thing is spiritual in 
its essence. A Christian is what he is not by 
ecclesiastical manipulation but by the new 
birth. He is a Christian because of a Spirit 
which dwells in him. Only that which is 
born by the Spirit is spirit, no matter how 
many church dignitaries work on it!

Tozer, A. W.. Mornings with Tozer
GOD HAS AN INTEREST 

IN MAKING US RIGHTEOUS
“Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the working of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” TITUS 3:5 

A whole new generation of Christians 
has come up believing that it is possible 
to “accept” Christ without forsaking the 
world. But what saith the Holy Ghost? 
“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye 
not that the friendship of the world is en-
mity with God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God” (James 4:4), and “If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him” (1 John 2:15). This requires no com-
ment, only obedience. It is an error to as-
sume that we can experience justification 
without transformation. Justification and 
regeneration are not the same; they may 
be thought apart in theology but they can 
never be experienced apart in fact! When 
God declares a man righteous He instantly 
sets about to make him righteous. The er-
ror today is that we do not expect a con-
verted man to be a transformed man, and 
as a result of this error our churches are full 
of substandard Christians. Many of these 
go on day after day assuming that salva-
tion is possible without repentance and 
that they can find some value in religion 
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without righteousness. A revival is, among 
other things, a return to the belief that real 
faith invariably produces holiness of heart 
and righteousness of life!

Tozer, A. W.. Evenings with Tozer
WHICH CROSS DO WE CARRY?

Having made peace through the blood of 
his cross.  Colossians 1:20
     One of the strange things under the sun 
is a “crossless” Christianity. The cross of 
Christendom is a “no cross,” an ecclesias-
tical symbol. The cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is a place of death! Let each one be 
careful which cross he carries! Thousands 
turn away from Jesus Christ because they 
will not meet His conditions. He watches 
them as they go, for He loves them, but He 
will make no concessions. Admit one soul 
into the kingdom by compromise and that 
kingdom is no longer secure. Christ will be 
Lord, or He will be Judge. Every man must 
decide whether he will take Him as Lord 
now, or face Him as Judge then! “If any 
man will…let him…follow me” (Matthew 
16:24). Some will rise and go after Him, 
but others give no heed to His voice. So the 
gulf opens between man and man, between 
those who will and those who will not. The 
Man, the kindly Stranger who walked this 
earth, is His own proof. He will not put 
Himself again on trial; He will not argue. 
But the morning of the judgment will con-
firm what men in the twilight have decided!

POWER OF THE CROSS
The cross…by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world.  Galatians 6:14
    Only a person with a perfect knowledge 
of mankind could have dared to set forth 
the terms of discipleship that our Lord Je-
sus Christ expects of His followers. Only 
the Lord of men could have risked the ef-
fect of such rigorous demands: “Let him 
deny himself” (Matthew 16:24). Can the 
Lord lay down such severe rules at the 
door of His kingdom? He can—and He 
does! If He is to save the man, He must 
save him from himself. It is the “himself” 
which has enslaved and corrupted the man. 
Deliverance comes only by denial of that 
self. No man in his own strength can shed 
the chains with which self has bound him, 
but in the next breath the Lord reveals the 

source of the power which is to set the soul 
free: “Let him take up his cross.” The cross 
was an instrument of death—slaying a man 
was its only function. “Let him take his 
cross,” said Jesus, and thus he will know 
deliverance from himself!

Tozer, A. W.. Mornings with Tozer
HOW DO WE KNOW HIM?

I know whom I have believed.  2 Timothy 1:12
I must ask this question in the context 

of today’s modern Christianity: “Is it not 
true that for most of us who call ourselves 
Christians there is no real experience?” 
We have substituted theological ideas for 
an arresting encounter; we are full of re-
ligious notions, but our great weakness is 
that for our hearts there is no one there! 
Whatever else it embraces, true Christian 
experience must always include a genuine 
encounter with God. Without this, religion 
is but a shadow, a reflection of reality, a 
cheap copy of an original once enjoyed by 
someone else of whom we have heard. It 
cannot but be a major tragedy in the life of 
any man or woman to live in a church from 
childhood to old age and know nothing 
more real than some synthetic god com-
pounded of theology and logic, but hav-
ing no eyes to see, no ears to hear—and no 
heart to love!

Tozer, A. W.. Mornings with Tozer
 “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, 
I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall 
not be able. When once the master of the house 
is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye 
begin to stand without, and to knock at the 
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he 
shall answer and say unto you, I know you not 
whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to say, We 
have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou 
hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I 
tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and 
you yourselves thrust out. And they shall come 
from the east, and from the west, and from the 
north, and from the south, and shall sit down 
in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 13:24-29)

Many who have witnessed Truth are led 
astray by carnal gain because of liberal 
church attendance like the solders at the 
empty tomb of Jesus! (Matthew 28:12)
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave.......”

 What can you give back to God?
“And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and 
said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the king-
dom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger now: 
for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep 
now: for ye shall laugh. Blessed are ye, when 
men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their 
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, 
for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: 
for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like man-
ner did their fathers unto the prophets. But woe unto you that are 
rich! for ye have received your consolation. Woe unto you that are 
full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall 
mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of 
you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. But I say unto you 
which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, 
Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also 
the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy 
coat also. Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that 
taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love 
them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love 
those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to 
you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And 
if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have 
ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But 
love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children 
of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.” 
(Luke 6:20-36)

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; Let him know, 
that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 

(James 5:19-20)

Lord, lay some soul upon my heart,
  And love that soul through me;
And may I bravely do my part
  To win that soul for Thee.

Thank you for reading this Digest.
Jack M. Skinner PER
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